Azusa City Library
2018 Annual Report
The mission of the Azusa City Library is to nourish minds,
transform lives, and build community. Thanks to the hard work
of our team and the support of our partners throughout the
community, 2018 was another great year of high-quality
library service.

www.ci.azusa.ca.us/library

2018, by the numbers:


186,463 visits



124,258 items borrowed



3,388 new library cards issued



2,750 hours of free computer and Wi-Fi access



1,642 hours of literacy and language instruction



267 programs and special events for adults, children, and
teens



173 Bookmobile stops at elementary schools

Innovative Services


Neighborhood Connections Referral Services



Earn a High School Diploma

Veterans Connect Resource Center


Inspired Citizenship Program


Grassroots ESL

Adult Basic Literacy




Leamos Program

For Young Readers:
Serving children and families is at the heart of our mission. Research shows that

children who learn to love books at a young age are much more likely to enjoy
success later in life, both in school and in the workplace.
In 2018, the library proudly offered a full calendar of reading activities for young
people - nearly 176 programs in all. For those children who couldn’t visit the library
in person, we drove our Bookmobile to Azusa elementary schools four times a week
during the school year. Nearly 1,000 children participate in our annual Summer
Reading Program, helping them avoid the “summer slide” in reading
achievement. A partnership with Azusa Unififed School District also provided
nearly 100 free lunches a day to youths up to age 18 from June-July.
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For Azusa Students:
Our close collaboration with the Azusa Unified School District continued this

year, offering students and parents strong curriculum support. In 2018, the
library celebrated its 22nd year of partnership with Azusa Pacific University
through our shared Azusa Reads /Writes/Counts tutoring program. More than
200 students received free one-on-one tutoring in an engaging and welcoming
environment, significantly boosting their chances for success in the classroom.

For Lifelong Learners :
2018 was another year of rapid expansion for our Adult Literacy and Education

programs. Thanks to the hard work of our volunteer tutors, Azusa residents had the
opportunity to improve their reading and writing skills.
The library also continued to serve as the only source of free, bilingual technology
instruction in Azusa. The library hosted three computer classes a week,
helping bridge the “digital divide” in our city and improve the skills of our local
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“[Volunteering] is a unique and
unforgettable experience, and it
also sets an example for my
children as they watch me
volunteer in our community.”
Monica Mejia, Leamos (Let’s Read)
Volunteer Coordinator
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For Readers and Researchers:
The library made several significant improvements to our print and digital
collections in 2018. First, thanks to the generous grant from the Canyon City
Foundation, the library added a Chinese-language book collection. The
library also added Mango Languages, a teaching tool that allows users to study
over 70 languages for free on their computers or mobile devices. Lastly, the library
created a digital copy of our one-of-a-kind collection of local newspaper archives,
dating back to the late 19th
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More Azusa library users
starting downloading eBooks
through our website in 2018.
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The most popular books of 2018


The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah



Educated by Tara Westover



Dog Man by Dav Pilkey

