4.7

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

INTRODUCTION
This section describes the existing hazardous materials within the City, identifies the regulatory
framework with respect to regulations that address hazardous materials, and evaluates the significance of
potential hazardous impacts that could result from implementation of the Azusa TOD Specific Plan. In
addition, to reduce impacts, mitigation measures are included when applicable.

4.7.1

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

Hazardous Materials
Section 25501(m) of the California Health and Safety Code defines a “hazardous material” as:
A material that, because of its quantity, concentration, or physical or chemical characteristics,
poses a significant present or potential hazard to human health and safety or to the environment if
released into the workplace or the environment. “Hazardous Materials” include, but are not
limited to, hazardous substances, hazardous wastes, and any materials which a handler or the
unified program agency has a reasonable basis for believing that it would be injurious to the health
and safety of persons or harmful to the environment if released into the workplace or environment.
“Hazardous waste” is any hazardous material that is abandoned, discarded, or recycled, as defined by
Sections 25117 and 25124 of the California Health and Safety Code. In addition, hazardous waste may
occasionally be generated by actions that change the composition of previously nonhazardous materials.
The criteria used to characterize a material as hazardous include ignitability, toxicity, corrosivity,
reactivity, radioactivity, or bioactivity.
As will be discussed in more detail below, hazardous materials and wastes are defined and regulated in
the United States by federal, state, and local regulations, including those administered by the
US Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA), the California Environmental Protection Agency
(Cal/EPA), the US Occupational Safety and Health Administration, the US Department of Transportation,
the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission, and various other agencies. Hazardous materials include
hazardous wastes and in the discussion below (except as noted) hazardous materials refers to both
hazardous materials and wastes.
Public health is potentially at risk whenever hazardous materials are, or would be, used and when
hazardous wastes are disposed of, including transportation of hazardous materials and wastes. It is
necessary to differentiate between the “hazard” of these materials and the acceptability of the “risk” they
pose to human health and the environment. A hazard is any situation that has the potential to cause
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damage to human health and the environment. The California Department of Toxic Substances Control
(DTSC) determines the risk to health and public safety by the probability of exposure, in addition to the
inherent toxicity of a material.
Factors that can influence the health effects when human beings are exposed to hazardous materials or
wastes include: the dose the person is exposed to, the frequency of exposure, the duration of exposure,
the exposure pathway (route by which a chemical enters a person’s body), and the individual’s unique
biological susceptibility.

Hazardous Waste Generation and Management
There are four general categories of waste management: source reduction, recycling, treatment, and
residuals disposal. All of these activities can occur on-site at the location where they are generated.
Recycling, treatment, and disposal can also occur off-site but require additional intermediate support to
store and transport the waste.
The generation and handling of hazardous waste in the City is overseen by multiple agencies including:
US EPA; California Department of Toxic Substances Control, California Department of Resources,
Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle), Los Angeles County Department of Public Works, Sanitation
Districts of Los Angeles County, and the City’s fire department. Businesses that generate hazardous
waste are either Large-Quantity Generators (e.g., heavy industrial or commercial facilities) or SmallQuantity Generators (e.g., dry cleaners, automotive repair shops, etc.); these businesses require an EPA
identification number used to monitor and track hazardous waste activities.
Certain land uses can indicate that there is potential for generating hazardous materials or waste, or that
existing hazardous materials or waste may be present (for example: industrial uses, gas stations, and
dry cleaners). Hazardous materials can also be used and generated during construction activities.
Common hazardous materials that are typically present on construction sites include oil, transmission
fluids, fuels, solvents, paints, asphalt, and adhesives. A variety of federal, state, and local regulations
require best management practices to be implemented to ensure that these wastes are not released into
the environment.

Transportation of Hazardous Materials
The transportation of hazardous materials within the State of California is subject to various federal, state,
and local regulations. It is illegal to transport explosives or inhalation hazards on any public highway not
designated for that purpose, unless the use of the highway is required to permit loading or delivery of
such materials (California Vehicle Code Sections 31602(b), 32104(a)). The California Highway Patrol
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(CHP) designates through routes to be used for the transportation of hazardous materials. Transportation
of hazardous materials in the City is restricted to this route except in cases where additional travel is
required from that route to deliver or receive hazardous materials to and from users.
There are several risks associated with the transportation of hazardous materials. Transport of hazardous
materials via truck, rail, and other modes involves a degree of risk of accident and release. The use of
hazardous materials and the generation of hazardous waste in the construction and maintenance of the
transportation system are other avenues for risk or exposure. Past disposal of hazardous materials in a
manner that creates residual contamination of soil or water can be a source of risk when such sites are
disturbed in the course of construction of transportation projects and development. Each of these avenues
is discussed below.
Hazardous materials move through the City by a variety of modes: truck, rail, air, and pipeline.
Any given shipment of hazardous materials can involve one or more movements, or trip segments, that
can occur by different modes. For instance, a shipment might arrive at a port by ship (out of the City) and
be picked up by a truck, with a transfer to rail, and a final delivery by truck again (for a total of four
movements). Each movement of hazardous materials implies a degree of risk, depending on the material
being moved, the mode of transport, and numerous other factors.
Vehicles transporting hazardous materials through the City use many of the same freeways, arterials, and
local streets as other traffic in the region. This creates a risk of accidents and associated release of
hazardous materials that could create a risk for drivers and for people living, working, and going to
school along these routes. A similar risk exists for use of rail for hazardous materials transport. Rail line
maintenance is the responsibility of each private company that owns and operates each line. Rail routes
pass through urban areas and near sensitive land uses such as schools, hospitals, and residential areas.
Rail shipments through urban areas and on local rail spurs usually travel at slower speeds than in rural
areas reducing the possibility of major safety related accidents. In addition, shipping by rail is often safer
than shipping by truck because rail tankers can reduce the number of trucks on the road hauling
hazardous materials by four to 10 times, reducing the chances of trucking related accidents.
Pipelines tend to be protected because they are buried and result in relatively low risk, although they
could be affected by seismic or other activity that could cause rupture. According to the USDOT,
Hazardous Materials Information System, in 2014, highways accounted for the largest share of hazardous
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materials incidents, with a total of 15,156 incidents or 88 percent of total incidents. Air accounted for 8
percent of total hazardous materials incidents, followed by rail and water transport. 1
In addition to the CHP designated routes, the City has designed various roadways as truck routes to
provide for the regulated movement of trucks through the City; Figure 4.7-1 Truck Routes in Azusa.
These transportation routes are used to transport hazardous materials (among other materials/freight)
from suppliers to users. Transportation accidents involving hazardous materials could occur on any of
the routes, potentially resulting in explosions, physical contact by emergency response personnel,
environmental degradation, and exposure to the public via airborne exposure. The roadways identified
as truck routes within the plan area include N. Azusa Avenue, N. San Gabriel Avenue, E. Foothill
Boulevard, E. Alosta Avenue, and N. Citrus Avenue.

Hazardous Waste Sites
GeoTracker
GeoTracker is the California State Water Resources Control Board’s (SWRCB) data management system
for managing sites that impact groundwater, especially those that require groundwater cleanup
(Underground Storage Tanks, Department of Defense, Site Cleanup Program) as well as permitted
facilities such as operating underground storage tanks (USTs) and land disposal sites.
The Geographic Environmental Information Management System (GEIMS) is a data warehouse that
tracks regulatory data about underground fuel tanks, fuel pipelines, and public drinking water supplies
using GeoTracker. GeoTracker and GEIMS were developed pursuant to a mandate by the California State
Legislature (AB 592, SB 1189) to investigate the feasibility of establishing a statewide GIS for leaking
underground fuel tank (LUFT) sites. The GeoTracker database provides lists of several site types
including Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) Cleanup Sites, 2 Other Cleanup Sites, 3 Land
Disposal Sites, 4 Military Sites, 5 Waste Discharge Report (WDR) Sites, and Permitted Underground
Storage Tank (UST) Facilities. 6

1

United States, State Department of Transportation Hazardous Materials Information System. 2015. 10 Year
Incident Summary Reports. https://hip.phmsa.dot.gov/analyticsSOAP/saw.dll?Dashboard

2

A Leaking Underground Storage Tank is any one or combination of leaking tanks, including pipes connected
thereto, that is used for the storage of hazardous substances and that is substantially or completely beneath the
surface of the ground

3

Cleanup sites include spills, leaks, investigations and on-going cleanups

4

These sites are landfill sites

5

Include military underground storage tank sites, military privatized sites, and military cleanup sites (formerly
known as DoD non UST).

6

Permitted underground storage tanks are underground storage tanks which have been permitted, designed,
installed, and/or modified, can be operating, or eventually closed in compliance with local, state, and federal
requirements.
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The sites listed below are located in the specific plan area. These sites have not received a Case Closed
status by the California SWRCB. Figure 4.7-2, Listed Sites in the Azusa TOD Specific Plan Area, shows
the location of these sites.
LUST Cleanup Sites
There is one LUST Cleanup sites in the plan area that has not received Case Closed status. 7 The site is
located on 725 N. Alameda Avenue and has a status of open – site assessment. 8
Other Cleanup Sites
There are a total of two Other Cleanup sites within the plan area that have not received Case Closed
status. The cleanup status of these remaining open status sites are one inactive site 9, 10 located at 213 E.
Foothill Boulevard and one site in remediation 11 located at 1120 E. Foothill Boulevard.
Land Disposal and Military Site
There is a land disposal site located at Vantassel Canyon Landfill, which is outside of the plan area. There
is a military site located at an unspecified location within Azusa.
Permitted UST Facilities
There are a total of five Permitted UST Facilities in the specific plan area as shown in Table 4.7-1
Permitted UST Facilities in the Azusa TOD Specific Plan Area.

7

A case closed or completed status means that a closure letter or other formal closure decision document has been
issued for the site.

8

A site assessment status means that site characterization, investigation, risk evaluation, and/or site conceptual
model development are occurring at the site. Examples of site assessment activities include, but are not limited
to, the following: (1) identification of the contaminants and the investigation of their potential impacts;
(2) determination of the threats/impacts to water quality; (3) evaluation of the risk to humans and ecology;
(4) delineation of the nature an and extent of contamination; (5) delineation of the contaminant plume(s); and
(6) development of the Site Conceptual Model.

9

An in active status means that no regulatory oversight activities are being conducted by the Lead Agency
10 Other Cleanup sites include spills, leaks, investigations and on-going cleanups
11 A remediation status means that an approved remedy or remedies has/have been selected for the impacted
media at the site and the responsible party (RP) is implementing one or more remedy under an approved
cleanup plan for the site. This includes an ongoing remedy that is either passive or active, or uses a combination
of technologies.
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Table 4.7-1
Permitted UST Facilities in the Azusa TOD Specific Plan Area
Name

Location

City of Azusa

725 N. Alameda Avenue

Azusa Service Station

304 E. Foothill Boulevard

Azusa Muffler

633 N. San Gabriel Avenue

GTE California

606 N. Azusa Avenue

Monrovia Nursery Co.

18331 E. Foothill Boulevard

Source: State Water Resources Control Board, GeoTracker, http://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/, accessed March 10 2014.

EnviroStor
The DTSC’s EnviroStor database is an online search and Geographic Information System (GIS) tool.
EnviroStor provides access to detailed information on hazardous waste permitted and corrective
action facilities, as well as existing site cleanup information. EnviroStor allows a search for
information on investigation, cleanup, permitting, and/or corrective actions that are planned, being
conducted or have been completed under DTSC’s oversight. The EnviroStor database provides
information on a variety of cleanup sites and permitted hazardous materials sites. The cleanup sites
include Federal Superfund (National Priority List) 12, State Response 13, Voluntary Cleanup 14, School
Cleanup 15, Corrective Action 16, as well as several others. There is one site under Evaluation located
at 800 N. San Gabriel Avenue in Azusa TOD Specific Plan area as shown in Figure 4.7-2.

Fire Hazards
A majority of the City is urbanized and developed, allowing for limited open space. However, as
shown in Figure 4.12.1-2, the northern portion of the City is located in a Very High Fire Hazard
12 A federal superfund site identifies sites where the US EPA proposed, listed, or delisted a site on the National
Priorities List (NPL). The list of sites is developed and maintained by US EPA, which typically has primary
regulatory oversight for the sites listed on the NPL.
13 A state response site identifies confirmed release sites where DTSC is involved in remediation, either in a lead or
oversight capacity. These confirmed release sites are generally high-priority and high potential risk.
14 A voluntary cleanup site includes sites with either confirmed or unconfirmed releases, and the project
proponents have requested that DTSC oversee evaluation, investigation, and/or cleanup activities and have
agreed to provide coverage for DTSC’s costs.
15 A school cleanup site identifies proposed and existing school sites where remedial activity is ongoing or has
been completed under DTSC's oversight.
16 Sites which require investigation or cleanup activities as a result of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA) or state-only hazardous waste facilities (that were required to obtain a permit or have received a
hazardous waste facility permit from DTSC or US EPA) are called "corrective action."
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Severity Zone (VHFHSZ). The specific plan area is located in an urbanized area in the City with a
limited number of vacant lots and is not located in or adjacent to a VHFHSZ.

Landfills
Landfills can have adverse impacts on surrounding properties, the ground, and groundwater below
the landfill. The concern from these facilities is related to the kind of materials disposed of in them,
which can consist of non-hazardous (Class III), hazardous waste (Class I), or a combination of both
(Class II). The Azusa Land Reclamation is a landfill located in the southwest of the City of Azusa. The
landfill is approximately 0.6 mile to the southwest of the specific plan area. Monrovia Nursery,
located near the project site, is listed as a landfill with the SWRCB but is not listed with CalRecycle.
Evidence detailed on the SWRCB site indicates that there are no contaminants or evidence of
landfilling on that site. 17

Asbestos Containing Materials
Asbestos is a common name for a group of naturally occurring fibrous silicate minerals that are made
up of strong durable fibers, which vary in size and physical shape. Asbestos is strong, incombustible,
and corrosion resistant. Because of its physical properties, asbestos was used in many commercial
products in construction and many other industries, since prior to the 1940s and up until the early
1970s. Asbestos is commonly found in various manmade products including insulation, ceiling and
floor tiles, roof shingles, cement, and automotive brakes and clutches.
Asbestos fibers are relatively stable in the environment, because asbestos is a mineral. Asbestos fibers
do not evaporate into air. Asbestos-Containing Materials (ACMs) are building materials containing
more than 1 percent asbestos (some state and regional regulators impose a 0.10-percent threshold).
ACMs that can be crushed into a powder are termed “friable asbestos.” When ACM become friable,
there is chance that asbestos fibers can become suspended in air.

17 SWRCB. Monrovia Nursery – Azusa (T10000005537).
http://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/profile_report.asp?global_id=T10000005537. accessed on March 12, 2015.
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It is under these conditions that airborne asbestos fibers represent the most significant risk to human
health. Asbestos particles do not migrate through soil. Asbestos fibers do not dissolve in water, but
under certain conditions could become waterborne and accumulate in steam beds and sediment.
Asbestos is a potential health concern, since long term, chronic inhalation exposure to high levels of
asbestos can cause lung diseases including asbestosis, mesothelioma, and/or lung cancer. Many of the
existing structures present within the City were built prior to 1978, when a majority of asbestos
containing materials were banned by the US EPA. 18 Further, as asbestos containing materials
(ACMs) manufactured before 1978 remained on store shelves, structures constructed immediately
after 1978 could contain ACMs. Therefore, the potential for ACMs is considered high. Several
different federal, state, and local agencies regulate asbestos. Generally, worker exposure is regulated
by the federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) and its California State
counterpart Cal/OSHA

Lead-Based Paints
Until 1978, when the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) phased out the sale and
distribution of residential paint containing lead, many homes were treated with paint containing
some amount of lead. It is estimated that over 80 percent of all housing built prior to 1978 contains
some lead-based paint (LBP). Similar to the use of ACMs, LBP manufactured prior to 1978 remained
on store shelves and was available for purchase after the use of LBP was outlawed. The mere
presence of lead in paint may not constitute a material to be considered hazardous. In fact, if in good
condition (no flaking or peeling), most intact LBP is not considered to be a hazardous material. In
poor condition, LBPs can create a potential health hazard for building occupants, especially children.
Many of the existing structures present within the City, including those in the Azusa TOD Specific
Plan area were built prior to 1978. Therefore, the potential for LBPs to be found in the City is
considered high.

Airport Hazards
There are no airports in or adjacent to the City of Azusa.

18 By 1978 the USEPA had banned spray applied surfacing asbestos-containing materials for
fireproofing/insulation purposes, the installation of asbestos pipe insulation and block insulation on facility
components (such as boilers and hot water tanks), and spray-applied surfacing materials for purposes not
already banned.
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4.7.2

REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

Federal
Clean Air Act
The Clean Air Act (CAA) is the comprehensive federal law that regulates air emissions from
stationary and mobile sources. Among other things, this law authorizes the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) to establish National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS) to protect public health and public welfare and to regulate emissions of hazardous air
pollutants. One of the goals of the Act was to set and achieve NAAQS in every state by 1975 in order
to address the public health and welfare risks posed by certain widespread air pollutants. The setting
of these pollutant standards was coupled with directing the states to develop state implementation
plans (SIPs), applicable to appropriate industrial sources in the state, in order to achieve these
standards. The Act was amended in 1977 and 1990 primarily to set new goals (dates) for achieving
attainment of NAAQS, since many areas of the country had failed to meet the deadlines.
Section 112 of the Clean Air Act addresses emissions of hazardous air pollutants. The 1990 Clean Air
Act Amendments revised Section 112 to first require issuance of technology-based standards for
major sources and certain area sources. “Major sources” are defined as a stationary source or group of
stationary sources that emit or have the potential to emit 10 tons per year or more of a hazardous air
pollutant or 25 tons per year or more of a combination of hazardous air pollutants. An “area source”
is any stationary source that is not a major source. For major sources, Section 112 requires that US
EPA establish emission standards that require the maximum degree of reduction in emissions of
hazardous air pollutants. These emission standards are commonly referred to as “maximum
achievable control technology” or “MACT” standards. Eight years after the technology-based MACT
standards are issued for a source category; US EPA is required to review those standards to
determine whether any residual risk exists for that source category and, if necessary, revise the
standards to address such risk. (All impacts related to air quality are addressed in Section 4.2, Air
Quality.)

Clean Water Act
The Clean Water Act (CWA) establishes the basic structure for regulating discharges of pollutants
into the waters of the United States and regulating quality standards for surface waters. Under the
CWA, US EPA has implemented pollution control programs such as setting wastewater standards for
industry. Water quality standards for all contaminants in surface waters were also established. The
CWA made it unlawful to discharge any pollutant from a point source into navigable waters, unless a
Impact Sciences, Inc.
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permit was obtained. US EPA’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit
program controls discharges. Point sources are discrete conveyances such as pipes or man-made
ditches. Individual homes that are connected to a municipal system, use a septic system, or do not
have a surface discharge do not need an NPDES permit; however, industrial, municipal, and other
facilities must obtain permits if their discharges go directly to surface waters. These impacts are
discussed in detail in Section 4.8, Hydrology and Water Quality.

Environmental Protection Agency Regulations
The US EPA’s mission is to protect human health and the environment. The US EPA takes action to
reduce risks associated with exposure to chemicals in commerce, indoor and outdoor environments,
and products and food. The US EPA continues to oversee the introduction and use of pesticides,
improve their Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) program, reduce radon risks, identify and
address children's health risks in schools and homes, and improve chemical management practices.
Oversight of chemical storage and manufacturing in coordination with their interagency partners
remains a key focus of the US EPA, as well as efforts to reduce urban air toxics.

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (“CERCLA” or
“Superfund”) provides a federal “superfund” to clean up uncontrolled or abandoned hazardous
waste sites as well as accidents, spills, and other emergency releases of pollutants and contaminants
into the environment. Through CERCLA, US EPA was given power to seek out those parties
responsible for any release and assure their cooperation in the cleanup. US EPA cleans up orphan
sites when potentially responsible parties cannot be identified or located, or when they fail to act.
Through various enforcement tools, US EPA obtains private party cleanup through orders, consent
decrees, and other small party settlements. US EPA also recovers costs from financially viable
individuals and companies once a response action has been completed.
The US EPA is authorized to implement the Act in all 50 states and US territories. Superfund site
identification, monitoring, and response activities in states are coordinated through the state
environmental protection or waste management agencies.
The Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA) of 1986 reauthorized CERCLA to
continue cleanup activities around the country. Several site-specific amendments, definitions
clarifications, and technical requirements were added to the legislation, including additional
enforcement authorities. This included Title III of SARA authorized the Emergency Planning and
Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA); this act is discussed in further detail below.
Impact Sciences, Inc.
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Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986
The Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Action (SARA) of 1986 reauthorized CERCLA to
continue cleanup activities around the country. Several site-specific amendments, definitions,
clarifications, and technical requirements were added to the legislation, including additional
enforcement authorities.

Hazardous Material Transportation Act
The Hazardous Materials Transportation Act, as amended, is the basic statute regulating hazardous
materials transportation in the United States. The purpose of the law is to provide adequate
protection against the risks to life and property inherent in transporting hazardous materials in
interstate commerce. This law gives the US Department of Transportation (DOT) and other agencies
the authority to issue and enforce rules and regulations governing the safe transportation of
hazardous materials.

Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970
The Occupational Safety and Health Act, which is implemented by OSHA, contains provisions with
respect to hazardous materials handling. Federal OSHA requirements, as set forth in Title 29 of the
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Section 1910, et seq., are designed to promote worker safety,
worker training, and a worker’s right–to-know. In California, OSHA has delegated the authority to
administer OSHA regulations to the State of California.
Title 49 of the CFR, which contains the regulations set forth by the Hazardous Materials
Transportation Act of 1975, specifies additional requirements and regulations with respect to the
transport of hazardous materials. Title 49 of the CFR requires that every employee who transports
hazardous materials receive training to recognize and identify hazardous materials and become
familiar with hazardous materials requirements. Drivers are also required to be trained in operations
of their equipment and commodity specific requirements.

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) gives the EPA the authority to control
hazardous waste from the “cradle-to-grave.” This includes the generation, transportation, treatment,
storage, and disposal of hazardous waste by “large-quantity generators” (1,000 kilograms/month or
more). Under RCRA regulations, hazardous wastes must be tracked from the time of generation to
the point of disposal. At a minimum, each generator of hazardous waste must register and obtain a
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hazardous waste activity identification number. If hazardous wastes are stored for more than 90 days
or treated/disposed of at a facility, any treatment, storage, or disposal unit must be permitted under
RCRA. Additionally, all hazardous waste transporters are required to be permitted and must have an
identification number. RCRA allows individual states to develop their own program for the
regulation of hazardous waste as long as it is at least as stringent as RCRA. In California, the US EPA
has delegated RCRA enforcement to the State of California.

Department of Transportation Regulations
The Secretary of the Federal Department of Transportation receives the authority to regulate the
transportation of hazardous materials from the Hazardous Materials Transportation Act (HMTA), as
amended and codified in 49 USC 5101 et seq. The Secretary is authorized to issue regulations to
implement the requirements of 49 USC The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration
(PHMSA) (formerly the Research and Special Provisions Administration [RSPA]) was delegated the
responsibility to write the hazardous materials regulations, which are contained in 49 CFR Parts 100180.
Under the HMTA the Secretary:
may authorize any officer, employee, or agent to enter upon inspect, and examine, at
reasonable times and in a reasonable manner, the records and properties of persons to the
extent such records and properties relate to: (1) the manufacture, fabrication, marking,
maintenance, reconditioning, repair, testing, or distribution of packages or containers for use
by any “person” in the transportation of hazardous materials in commerce; or (2) the
transportation or shipment by any “person” of hazardous materials in “commerce.

Toxic Substances Control Act
Congress enacted the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) of 1976 to give US EPA the ability to track
the approximately 75,000 industrial chemicals currently produced or imported into the United States.
The US EPA repeatedly screens these chemicals and can require reporting or testing of those that may
pose an environmental or human-health hazard. The US EPA can ban the manufacture and import of
those chemicals that pose an unreasonable risk.

Research and Special Programs Administration Regulations
The Research and Special Programs Administration Regulations (RSPA) regulations cover definition
and classification of hazardous materials, communication of hazards to workers and the public,
packaging, and labeling requirements, operational rules for shippers, and training. They apply to
interstate, intrastate, and foreign commerce by air, rail, ships, and motor vehicles, and also cover
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hazardous waste shipments. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is responsible for
highway routing of hazardous materials and highway safety permits. The US Coast Guard regulates
bulk transport by vessel. The hazardous material regulations include emergency response provisions,
including incident reporting requirements. Reports of major incidents go to the National Response
Center, which in turn is linked with CHEMTREC, a service of the chemical manufacturing industry
that provides details on most chemicals shipped in the US.

Emergency and Community Right to Know Act
The Emergency and Community Right to Know Act (EPCRA) was enacted by Congress as the
national legislation on community safety. This law was designated to help local communities protect
public health, safety, and the environment from chemical hazards. EPCRA was passed in response to
concerns regarding the environmental and safety hazards posed by the storage and handling of toxic
chemicals. EPCRA establishes requirements for federal, state, and local governments, tribes and
industry regarding emergency planning and “Community Right-to-Know” reporting on hazardous
and toxic chemicals. The Community Right-to-Know provisions help increase the public’s knowledge
and access to information on chemicals at individual facilities, their uses, and releases into the
environment. States and communities, working with facilities, can use the information to improve
chemical safety and protect public health and the environment. To implement EPCRA, Congress
required each state to appoint a State Emergency Response Commission (SERC). The SERCs were
required to divide their states into Emergency Planning Districts and to name a Local Emergency
Planning Committee for each district.

State
California Environmental Protection Agency and California Department of Toxic
Substances Control Regulations
The California EPA (Cal/EPA) includes the DTSC, whose mission it is to protect California's people
and environment from harmful effects of toxic substances through the restoration of contaminated
resources, enforcement, regulation, and pollution prevention. The DTSC regulates hazardous waste,
cleans-up existing contamination, and looks for ways to reduce the hazardous waste produced in
California. Approximately 1,000 scientists, engineers, and specialized support staff ensure that
companies and individuals handle, transport, store, treat, dispose of, and clean-up hazardous wastes
appropriately. Through these measures, DTSC contributes to greater safety for all Californians, and
less hazardous waste reaches the environment.
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DTSC regulates hazardous waste in California primarily under the authority of RCRA and the
California Health and Safety Code. The DTSC regulates hazardous waste, cleans up existing
contamination, and researches ways to reduce the hazardous waste produced in California. In
addition, the DTSC develops legislation, coordinates with lawmakers, and responds to constituent
complaints. The regulations spell out what those who handle hazardous waste must do to comply
with the laws.
Statewide, DTSC cleans-up or oversees approximately 220 hazardous substance release sites at any
given time and completes an average of 125 cleanups each year. Ensuring compliance through
inspection and enforcement is an important part of effectively regulating hazardous waste. DTSC
conducts roughly 200 inspections a year. DTSC‘s Criminal Investigations Branch has the only law
enforcement officers in the Cal/EPA. These peace officers, with the powers of arrest, and search and
seizure, investigate alleged criminal violations of the Hazardous Waste Control Law. They work
closely with district attorneys' offices, the federal Environmental Protection Agency, the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, and law enforcement personnel in other states.
The California Hazardous Materials Release Response Plans and Inventory Law of 1985 (Business
Plan Act) requires that any business that handles hazardous materials prepare a business plan, which
must include:
•

details, including floor plans, of the facility and business conducted at the site;

•

an inventory of hazardous materials that are handled or stored on-site;

•

an emergency response plan; and

•

a safety and emergency-response training program for new employees with annual refresher
courses.

California Occupational Safety and Health Administration Regulations
The California Occupational Safety and Health Administration Regulations (Cal/OSHA) has set forth
work requirements for disturbance of Asbestos-Containing Construction Materials (ACCMs)
including removal operations for all types of ACCMs. In addition, the agency has developed
standards for general industry and the construction industry hazardous waste operations and
emergency response. Cal/OSHA ensures that employers must have controls to reduce and monitor
exposure levels of hazardous materials, an informational program describing any exposure during
operations and the inspection of drums and containers prior to removal or opening. Decontamination
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procedures and emergency response plans must be in place before employees begin working in
hazardous waste operations.

California Office of Emergency Services Regulations
The California Office of Emergency Services (CAL OES) Hazardous Materials (HazMat) Section
under the Fire and Rescue Division coordinates statewide implementation of hazardous materials
accident prevention and emergency response programs for all types of hazardous materials incidents
and threats. In response to any hazardous materials emergency, the section staff is called upon to
provide state and local emergency managers with emergency coordination and technical assistance.

Accidental Release Prevention Law
The state’s Accidental Release Prevention Law provides for consistency with federal laws (i.e., the
Emergency Preparedness and Community Right-to-Know Act and the Clean Air Act) regarding
accidental chemical releases and allows local oversight of both the state and federal programs. State
and federal laws are similar in their requirements; however, the California threshold planning
quantities for regulated substances are lower than the federal quantities. Local agencies may set
lower reporting thresholds or add additional chemicals to the program. The Accidental Release
Prevention Law is implemented by the Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA) and requires that
any business, where the maximum quantity of a regulated substance exceeds the specified threshold
quantity, register with the County as a manager of regulated substances and prepare a risk
management plan. A risk management plan must contain an off-site consequence analysis, a five-year
accident history, an accident prevention program, an emergency response program, and a
certification of the truth and accuracy of the submitted information. Businesses submit their plans to
the CUPA, which makes the plans available to emergency response personnel. The business plan
must identify the type of business, location, emergency contacts, emergency procedures, mitigation
plans, and chemical inventory at each location.

Hazardous Waste Control Act
The Hazardous Waste Control Act created the state hazardous waste management program, which is
similar to but more stringent than the federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act program. The
act is implemented by regulations contained in Title 26 of the CCR, which describes the following
required aspects for the proper management of hazardous waste: identification and classification;
generation and transportation; design and permitting of recycling, treatment, storage, and disposal
facilities; treatment standards; operation of facilities and staff training; and closure of facilities and
liability requirements. These regulations list more than 800 materials that may be hazardous and
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establish criteria for identifying, packaging, and disposing of such waste. Under the Hazardous
Waste Control Act and Title 26, the generator of hazardous waste must complete a manifest that
accompanies the waste from generator to transporter to the ultimate disposal location. Copies of the
manifest must be filed with DTSC.

Unified Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Materials Management Regulatory
Program
The Unified Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Materials Management Regulatory Program (Unified
Program) required the administrative consolidation of six hazardous materials and waste programs
(Program Elements) under one agency, a CUPA. The Program Elements consolidated under the
Unified Program are: Hazardous Waste Generator and On-site Hazardous Waste Treatment
Programs (a.k.a. Tiered Permitting); Aboveground Petroleum Storage Tank Spill Prevention Control
and Countermeasure Plan (SPCC); Hazardous Materials Release Response Plans and Inventory
Program (a.k.a. “Hazardous Materials Disclosure” or “Community-Right-To-Know”); California
Accidental Release Prevention Program (Cal ARP); UST Program; and Uniform Fire Code Plans and
Inventory Requirements. The Unified Program is intended to provide relief to businesses complying
with the overlapping and sometimes conflicting requirements of formerly independently managed
programs. The Unified Program is implemented at the local government level by CUPAs. Most
CUPAs have been established as a function of a local environmental health or fire department. Some
CUPAs have contractual agreements with another local agency, a participating agency, which
implements one or more Program Elements in coordination with the CUPA.

Hazardous Materials Release Response Plans and Inventory Act of 1985
The Hazardous Materials Release Response Plans and Inventory Act, also known as the Business
Plan Act, requires businesses using hazardous materials to prepare a plan that describes their
facilities, inventories, emergency response plans, and training programs. Hazardous materials are
defined as unsafe raw or unused materials that are part of a process or manufacturing step. They are
not considered hazardous waste. Health concerns pertaining to the release of hazardous materials,
however, are similar to those relating to hazardous waste.

Hazardous Waste Source Reduction and Management Review Act of 1989
This Act requires generators of 12,000 kilograms/year of typical/operational hazardous waste to
conduct an evaluation of their waste streams every four years and to select and implement viable
source reduction alternatives. This Act does not apply to non-typical hazardous waste (such as
asbestos and polychlorinated biphenyls).
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California Vehicle Code
The California Vehicle Code (Title 13 of the CCR) establishes regulations for motor carrier transport
of hazardous materials. For example, all motor carrier transporters of hazardous materials are
required to have a Hazardous Materials Transportation license issued by the California Highway
Patrol. In addition, placards identifying that hazardous materials are being transported must be
displayed on the vehicle.

California Health and Safety Code
The transport of hazardous waste materials is further governed by the California Health and Safety
Code Section 25163 and Title 22, Chapter 13, of the CCR. Specifically, Section 25163 of the California
Health and Safety Code requires transporters of hazardous waste to hold a valid registration issued
by the DTSC in his/her possession while transporting hazardous waste. Additionally, Title 22,
Chapter 13 of the CCR includes a number of requirements, which include, but are not limited to, the
following:
•

Transporters shall not transport hazardous waste without first receiving an identification number
and a registration certificate from DTSC

•

Registration as a hazardous waste transporter expires annually, on the last day of the month in
which the registration was issued

•

To be registered as a hazardous waste transporter, an application must be submitted

•

Hazardous waste shall not be accepted for transport without a Uniform Hazardous Waste
Manifest that has been properly completed and signed by generator and transporter

•

Hazardous waste shall be delivered to authorized facilities only

Local
South Coast Air Quality Management District
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) works with the California Air
Resources Board (CARB) and is responsible for developing and implementing rules and regulations
regarding air toxics on a local level. The SCAQMD establishes permitting requirements, inspects
emission sources, and enforces measures through educational programs and/or fines. The SCAQMD
and regulations related to air quality are discussed in detail in Section 4.2 Air Quality.
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Los Angeles County Health Care Agency- Environmental Health Care Division
The Certified Unified Program Agency with jurisdiction over the City of Azusa is the County of Los
Angeles Fire Department Health Hazardous Materials Division (HHMD). The HHMD became a
CUPA in 1997. The HHMD coordinates the regulation of hazardous materials and hazardous wastes
in Los Angeles County through the following programs:
•

Aboveground Petroleum Tank

•

California Accidental Release Prevention (CalARP)

•

Hazardous Waste

•

Hazardous Materials (Hazardous Material Handler Permit Requirements)

•

Underground Storage Tank

City Fire Agencies within Los Angeles County have joined in partnership with the CUPA as
Participating Agencies (PAs). The CUPA provides its regulated businesses several convenient
benefits such as a single point of contact for permitting, billing, and inspections; uniformity and
consistency in enforcement of regulations; and a single fee system incorporating all of the applicable
fees from the CUPA programs. The HHMD provides detailed guidelines to respond to emergency
hazardous materials spills or releases and abandonment.
The Hazardous Material Handler Permit Requirements indicates that businesses that handle
hazardous materials in quantities equal to or greater than 55 gallons of a liquid, 500 pounds of a solid,
or 200 cubic feet of compressed gas, or extremely hazardous substances above the threshold planning
quantity, are considered a hazardous materials handler and to report appropriate information (i.e.
emergency response and contingency plan and employee training plan) in the California
Environmental Reporting System (CERS). Compliance with the Hazardous Materials Handler Permit
Requirements would ensure that all hazardous wastes generated by existing and proposed uses are
properly handled, recycled, treated, stored, and disposed. This program involves inspection of
facilities that generate hazardous waste, evaluation of hazardous waste generating industries,
investigation of reports of illegal hazardous waste disposal, and response to emergency hazardous
chemical spills. The CalARP program aims to prevent accidental releases of hazardous materials that
could cause harm to the public or environment.
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City of Azusa All Hazards Preparedness Guide
The All Hazards Preparedness Guide (AHPG) concentrates on the management, and concepts and
response procedures relative to large-scale disasters. Such disasters pose major threats to life, the
environment, and property and can impact the well-being of large numbers of people.
The AHPG addresses the City of Azusa’s Four Phases of Emergency Management to all natural and
technological emergencies. Specific information for emergency preparedness is detailed including an
emergency supply list.

Standardized Emergency Management System Multi-Hazard Functional Plan
The Basic Plan of the Standardized Emergency Management System (SEMS) Multi- Hazard
Functional Plan (MHFP) is outlined with different phases. The preparedness phase with increased
readiness, response phase with pre-emergency and emergency response, recovery phase, and
mitigation phase. These phases provide detailed information to handle disaster events whether they
are peacetime emergencies such as natural or technological or national security emergencies such as
food and petroleum shortages or nuclear attack. Assessments of the major threats to the City of
Azusa are included in the SEMS MHFP which includes earthquake, hazardous materials from spills
during transit, flooding, dam failure, and many others. Each threat is assessed for its impact to the
City including damage to vital service systems, transit routes, and fuel access. An appropriate
response to the threat is also discussed.

City of Azusa General Plan
The City’s General Plan is primarily a policy document that sets goals concerning the community and
gives direction to growth and development. In addition, it outlines the programs that were
developed to accomplish the goals and policies of the General Plan. City policies pertaining to
hazards are included in Chapter 4 of the City’s General Plan, The Economy and Community Chapter.
Hazard policies relevant to the project include:
Policy 2.3

Identify streets and intersections prone to congestion, thereby
impeding five-minute emergency response times, and pursue
remedies to the greatest extent feasible

Policy 2.4

Work with Los Angeles County Fire Department to ensure
adequate facilities and personnel by evaluating population
growth, response times, and fire hazards.
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Policy 2.5

Require new development be assessed a pro-rated fee to pay for
fire facilities and personnel.

Policy 2.6

Require all new development to design site plans and structures
with fire and emergency access and safety in mind.

Policy 2.7

Ensure that buildings and lots are maintained in a manner that
is consistent with fire prevention and personal safety.

City of Azusa Municipal Code
The following sections included in the Azusa Municipal Code address hazards and hazardous
materials.
Chapter 26 – Civil Emergencies
Sec. 26-5. - Emergency organization.
All officers and employees of this city, together with those volunteer forces enrolled to aid
them during an emergency and all groups, organizations and persons who may by
agreement or operation of law, including persons impressed into service under the
provisions of section 26-4(a)(6)c., are charged with duties incident to the protection of life and
property in this city during such emergency and shall constitute the emergency organization
of the city.
Sec. 26-38. - Responsibility for emergency plan.
The disaster council shall be responsible for the development of the city emergency plan,
which plan shall provide for the effective mobilization of all of the resources of this city, both
public and private, to meet any condition constituting a local emergency, state of emergency
or state of war emergency and shall provide, insofar as possible, for the organization, powers
and duties, services and staff of the emergency organization. Such plan shall take effect upon
adoption by resolution of the city council.
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Chapter 234 – Health and Sanitation
Sec. 34-161. - Findings.
The city council does find, determine, and declare that:
1.

The city responds to complaints of hazardous waste or substance spills, releases and
other incidents.

2.

Such spills, releases and other incidents are a possibility within the city limits owing
to activities in the city relating to or using hazardous materials or waste products.

3.

Such responses require the use of extra manpower, specialized equipment and other
additional costs.

4.

Health and Safety Code § 510 expressly allows a city to adopt an ordinance allowing
the city to recover costs of any such response from private persons associated with
activities resulting in hazardous waste or substance spills, releases or other incidents.

5.

California Civil Code §§ 3479 and 3494 provide that such spills, releases and other
incidents which obstruct the free passage or use of any public street or highway
create a public nuisance which may be abated by the city.

6.

Government Code § 38771 et seq. provides that a city council may declare by
ordinance what constitutes a public nuisance and provide for the summary
abatement of such nuisance at the expense of the persons creating, causing,
committing or maintaining it and by ordinance may make the expense of abatement
a lien against property upon which it is maintained, as well as a personal obligation
against the property owner.

4.7.3

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

Thresholds of Significance
The following thresholds for determining the significance of impacts related to hazards and
hazardous materials are contained in the environmental checklist form contained in Appendix G of
the most recent update of the State CEQA Statutes and Guidelines. Adoption and/or implementation of
the Azusa TOD Specific Plan could result in significant impacts due to the use and/or transportation
of hazards and hazardous materials, if any of the following would occur:
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Threshold HAZ-1

Would the project create a significant hazard to the public or the environment
through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials?

Threshold HAZ-2

Would the project create a significant hazard to the public or the environment
through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the
release of hazardous materials into the environment?

Threshold HAZ-3

Would the project emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely
hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an
existing or proposed school?

Threshold HAZ-4

Would the project be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous
materials sites compiled pursuant to government code §65962.5 and, as a result,
would it create a significant hazard to the public or the environment?

Threshold HAZ-5

For a project located within an airport land use plan area or, where such a plan
has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or a public use
airport, would the project result in a safety hazard for people residing or
working in the project area?

Threshold HAZ-6

For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project result
in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the project area?

Threshold HAZ-7

Would the project impair implementation of, or physically interfere with, an
adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan? or

Threshold HAZ-8

Would the project expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss,
injury, or death involving wildland fires, including where wildlands are
adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are intermixed with
wildlands?

Environmental Effects Found Not To Be Significant
As to Thresholds HAZ-5, HAZ-6, and HAZ-8, a less than significant impact was determined in the Initial
Study (Appendix 1.0) and therefore these thresholds are not evaluated in this section. See Section 7.0,
Effects Found Not To Be Significant, for a discussion of these environmental effects, as well as others,
that were found not to be significant and are, therefore, not evaluated in detail in this EIR. The remaining
thresholds are evaluated below.
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Impacts Analysis
Threshold HAZ-1

Would the project create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous
materials?

In this analysis, anticipated future land uses are discussed in general programmatic terms. Projectspecific, parcel-level future land uses are unknown. Development under the Azusa TOD Specific Plan
would increase density and population within the specific plan area. Routine transportation of
hazardous materials, including through traffic, poses a risk to residents within the City as a result of
potential accidents involving trucks, rail, and other modes that are used to transport hazardous
materials and wastes and are shared with the public. Future development could result in the
construction of residential uses and other sensitive receptors adjacent to existing land uses such as
dry cleaners or gas stations that require the routine transport, use, and disposal of hazardous
materials. The proposed land uses do not generally involve the routine use, transport, or disposal of
significant amounts of hazardous materials, including hazardous chemical, radioactive, and
biohazardous materials.
The operation of land uses that use, create, or dispose of hazardous materials is regulated and
monitored by federal, state, and local regulations and policies. Specifically, future development
within the City of Azusa would be subject to compliance with the programs administered by the
HHMD (Los Angeles County CUPA). The owners or operators of businesses that handle or store
hazardous materials equal to or above the reportable quantities would be subject to compliance with
the CUPA programs detailed above. These programs, as well as other federal, state, and local
regulations and policies, provide a high level of protection to the public and the environment.
Compliance with appropriate regulations and policies would limit the impact from routine use,
transport, or disposal of significant amounts of hazardous materials to less than significant.

Level of Significance Before Mitigation
Impacts would be potentially significant.

Mitigation Measures
HAZ-1:

Should any dry cleaning facility be located adjacent to a sensitive use all hazardous
operations must be done off-site to limit the amount and disposal of hazardous materials.
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Level of Significance After Mitigation
With implementation of Mitigation Measure HAZ-1, above, impacts would be less than significant.
Threshold HAZ-2

Would the project create a significant hazard to the public or the environment
through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the
release of hazardous materials into the environment?

Construction
Project-specific, parcel-level future land uses are unknown. Development under the Azusa TOD Specific
Plan has the potential to result in development in areas where there are leaking underground storage
tank (LUST) cleanup sites or other types of cleanup actions. The locations of these cleanup sites are
detailed above. Construction as part of the future development could increase the potential for
contaminated soil and groundwater to affect construction workers or the public. The impact to
construction workers or the public would be potentially significant. Mitigation Measure HAZ-2 would
address this impact at a project-specific level. With mitigation, this impact would be less than significant.

Operation
Businesses that store large quantities of hazardous materials (e.g., fuel storage facilities, chemical
warehouses, etc.), can be subject to accidents that result from transporting, pumping, pouring, emptying,
injecting, spilling, and dumping or disposing of hazardous materials and wastes and that could be
released into the environment. The severity of potential effects varies with the activity conducted and the
concentration and type of waste involved. However, as discussed above, the land uses proposed as part
of the Azusa TOD Specific Plan would not significantly increase the amount of hazardous materials used.
Additionally federal, state, and local regulations and policies governing the use of hazardous materials
strictly regulate the proper handling of such materials and their containers to ensure that accidents
involving the release of toxic materials into the environment do not occur. Compliance with appropriate
regulations and policies would limit the impact from release of hazardous materials to less than
significant.

Level of Significance Before Mitigation
Construction-related impacts would be potentially significant. Operational impacts would be less than
significant.
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Mitigation Measures
HAZ-2:

To ensure all prior use of a future development site is disclosed, including the likelihood
that residual hazardous materials and/or wastes are present, the City shall determine
whether specific project sites are listed on government lists of hazardous materials
and/or waste sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5. The City
shall require preparation of a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) for any listed
sites or sites with the potential for residual hazardous materials and/or waste as a result
of location and/or prior uses. The City shall require that recommendations of the Phase I
ESA be fully implemented. If a Phase I ESA indicates the presence or likely presence of
contamination, the implementing agency should require a Phase II ESA, and
recommendations of the Phase II ESA should be fully implemented. If cleanup is
required, a Phase III remediation shall be prepared in concert with the appropriate Lead
Agency.

Level of Significance After Mitigation
With implementation of Mitigation Measure HAZ-2 above, all impacts would be less than significant.
Threshold HAZ-3

Would the project emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely
hazardous materials, substances or waste within one-quarter mile of an
existing or proposed school?

St. Frances of Rome School and Alpha Infant Care and Pre-School are located within the specific plan
area. There are currently six public elementary, middle, and high schools within one-quarter mile of the
specific plan area. Additionally, there are seven private schools or child care centers within one-quarter
mile of the specific plan area. Hazardous materials could be used during construction of
commercial/residential uses within the specific plan area, including the use of standard construction
materials (e.g., paints, solvents, and fuels), cleaning and other maintenance products (used in the
maintenance of pumps, pipes, and equipment), and diesel and other fuels (used in construction and
maintenance equipment and vehicles). Large quantity hazardous waste producers or users are not
currently operating or anticipated to be constructed within the specific plan area.
Although hazardous materials and waste generated from future development may pose a health risk to
nearby schools, disclosure to the HHMD is required for any business that uses, handles, or stores
hazardous materials or waste materials equal to or in excess of the basic quantities. Businesses must
report information to CERS, in order to assure that businesses have appropriate procedures and policies
in place and employees and contractors have adequate training for responding to a hazardous materials
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incident at the facility. Additionally federal, state, and local regulations and policies governing the use of
hazardous materials strictly regulate the proper handling of such materials and their containers to ensure
that accidents involving the release of toxic materials into the environment do not occur. Compliance
with appropriate regulations and policies would limit the impact from release of hazardous materials to
less than significant.

Level of Significance Before Mitigation
Impacts would be less than significant.

Mitigation Measures
No mitigation measures are required.

Level of Significance After Mitigation
Impacts would be less than significant.
Threshold HAZ-4

Would the project be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous
materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code §65962.5 and, as a
result, would it create a significant hazard to the public or the environment?

As shown in Figure 4.7-2, there are nine sites within the specific plan area that could have hazardous
contaminants. These sites have the potential to be redeveloped as part of the Azusa TOD Specific Plan.
The parcels could be redeveloped with sensitive uses, such as residential or sensitive uses may be
developed adjacent to these sites. Construction workers could be at risk during earth moving activities.
Residents on or adjacent to the hazardous materials sites could be exposed to hazardous materials.
Therefore, the hazardous materials sites have the potential to pose a significant hazard to the public or
the environment. The impact to the public and environment from these hazardous materials sites would
be potentially significant. Mitigation Measure HAZ-2 would be implemented to reduce this impact to
less than significant.

Level of Significance Before Mitigation
Impacts would be potentially significant.

Mitigation Measures
Implementation of Mitigation Measure HAZ-2.
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Level of Significance After Mitigation
With implementation of Mitigation Measure HAZ-2, above, impacts would be less than significant.
Threshold HAZ-7

Would the project impair implementation of, or physically interfere with, an
adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

The City’s Evacuation Map anticipates that the major streets, Azusa Avenue, Alosta Avenue (Foothill
Boulevard), Arrow Highway, and Grand Highway within the City would serve as evacuation routes.
Construction activities associated with development under the Azusa TOD Specific Plan could reduce the
number of lanes or temporarily close certain street segments, including those used for evacuation routes.
Construction equipment and vehicles may block or slow traffic. Possible street closures and slower traffic
during construction could interfere with emergency response including evacuations. However,
construction would be temporary and would affect a limited number of streets or intersections at any one
time. Additionally, the City’s SEMS MHEFP, which provides guidance for the City’s planned response to
extraordinary emergency situations associated with natural disasters, terrorism, technological incidents,
and nuclear defense operations, would continue to be implemented. However, the impact to the City of
Azusa evacuation routes from construction under the Azusa TOD Specific Plan would be potentially
significant. Mitigation Measure HAZ-3 would reduce the impact to less than significant.

Level of Significance Before Mitigation
Impacts would be potentially significant.

Mitigation Measures
HAZ-3:

Prior to construction of the future development projects, the project applicant/developer
shall prepare a Traffic Control Plan for implementation during the construction phase, as
deemed necessary by the City Traffic Engineer. The following provisions shall be
included:
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•

One unobstructed lane shall be maintained in both directions on surrounding
roadways.

•

At any time only a single lane is available, the project applicant/developer shall
provide a temporary traffic signal, signal carriers (i.e., flag persons), or other
appropriate traffic controls to allow travel in both directions. If construction activities
require the complete closure of a roadway segment, the project applicant/developer
shall provide appropriate signage indicating detours/alternative routes and the haul
truck route.
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•

Temporary closures and alternative travel routes shall be disclosed to all agencies
which provide emergency services (e.g., Azusa Police Department and Los Angeles
County Fire Department) in the City.

•

When construction of future projects would result in temporary lane or roadway
closures, no more than one roadway closure shall be permitted within 0.5 mile of
each concurrent development project to ensure adequate access for emergency
vehicles.

Level of Significance After Mitigation
With implementation of Mitigation Measure HAZ-3, potential impacts would be less than significant.

4.7.4

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS

As discussed above, implementation of the Azusa TOD Specific Plan would result in development that
has the potential to occur on or adjacent to sites that use hazardous materials or are listed as hazardous,
which could place construction workers and residents at-risk. Construction-related hazardous materials
impacts would generally be site-specific and limited to the duration of the construction activity, and
would continue to be highly regulated under federal, state, and local regulations. Therefore, there would
not be a cumulatively considerable contribution to a cumulatively significant impact.
Residential development as part of the cumulative development may be located in proximity or adjacent
to facilities that use, store, transport, and dispose hazardous materials, which could increase an
individual’s exposure to hazardous materials. The cumulative projects that would use, store, transport,
and dispose hazardous materials would also be required to comply with hazardous materials laws which
are designed to avoid and minimize adverse impacts on public health, safety, and the environment. Each
cumulative project has been or would be subject to environmental review and if significant impacts are
identified, mitigation measures would be implemented to avoid or reduce the impacts. Therefore, the
cumulative impact would be less than significant.

Level of Significance Before Mitigation
Impacts would be less than significant.

Mitigation Measures
No mitigation measures are required.

Level of Significance After Mitigation
Impacts would be less than significant.
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